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Dear PAMTE Friends: 
 
     I have long held in reverent awe the work of Anna Sfard, 
recipient of the 2007 Freudhental Medal for research in 
mathematics education. In graduate school, I read with utter 
fascination her text Thinking as Communicating: Human 
Development, the Growth of Discourses, and Mathematizing 
(2008) and eventually drew from it for the theoretical 
framework of my doctoral research. And so, when I noticed a 
book review for Sfard’s latest coedited volume in the July 
2017 issue of Educational Studies in Mathematics, I 
immediately ordered a copy. Delighted as I was to read it 
“just because,” it didn’t hurt that I was in need of some 
material for this column. Titled Research for Educational 
Change: Transforming Researchers’ Insights into 
Improvement in Mathematics Teaching and Learning, I knew 
the read would offer invaluable insights for the MTE 
audience. 
     As its title suggests, the book is nothing if not ambitious 
taking on the age-old question: “How can educational 
research fulfill its commitment to education practice?” (p. 1). 
Yet, the contributors’ approach to tackling such a broad 
question centers on something remarkably local and focused: 
a single teaching episode of a South African teacher in an 11th 
grade class on quadratic inequalities. Thus, at its core, the 
project is most concerned with bridging research and practice 
in conditions of poverty and inequality. Part 1 of the book 
explores the South African context; in particular the 
interrelation between education, culture, and socio-economic 
conditions. In the second part, Sfard, along with three other 
research teams, each utilizing a unique theoretical 
perspective, present their analyses of the teaching episode. 
Parts 3 and 4  then take seriously the challenge of “research 
for educational change” with the researchers directly 
addressing the teacher whose lesson was analyzed in Part 3 
and then rigorously engaging each other in comparing and 
contrasting the different methodologies and verdicts in Part 4. 
Each part of Research for Educational Change could serve as 
a point of departure for this column. The analyses of the 
single classroom episode alone are rich sources for 
discussion. (As mentioned, I am especially intrigued with 
Sfard’s use of commognition as the basis for both the analysis 
of the lesson and the subsequent feedback, written in letter 
form, that she provides the teacher in Chapters 3 and 7.) Here 
though, for the sake of brevity, I present questions, dilemmas,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
and guiding principles—those that initially framed the 
research in this volume and those that emerge from it.  And 
then, I wonder if the unique organization of the volume, 
which makes visible two discourses (researcher-to-
practitioner and researcher-to-researcher), might serve as a 
valuable resource for reflecting on the work and potential of 
our organization.                                  Continued on next page 
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President’s	Message	Continued	
 

“How can educational research fulfill its commitment to education practice?”  
Questions and Points for Pondering 

The	Research-
PracBce	Problem:													
Three	Separate	

Issues																																																								
(from	IntroducBon	(p.	1))		

How	can	one	explain	the	
lingering,	pervasive	

failure	in	mathema6cs	
experienced	by	so	many	
students	around	the	

world,	but	especially	by	
those	who	live	in	

condi6ons	of	scarcity	and	
social	injus6ce?		

How	can	one	transform	the	
resul6ng	understanding	into	

educa6ve	ac6on?	In	
par6cular,	how	can	we	
interpret	instruc6onal	

prac6ce	and	then	design	
interven6on	aiming	at	its	
improvement	(Krainer	&	

Goffree,	1999)?			

How	do	we	enable	the	
impact	of	such	interven6ons	
and	how	do	we	make	sure	
that	local	improvements	or	
reforms	are	scaled-up	(e.g.	
Cobb	&	Smith,	2008)	and	
sustained	(e.g.	Kieran,	
Krainer,	&	Shaughness,	

2013)?	

Research-to-
PracBce:	
A	Novel	
Approach		

We	decided	that	rather	
than	aPempt	a	
comprehensive,	possibly	
large	scale	research	at	
the	end	of	which	we	
could	try	to	outline	a	
general	plan	for	
reforming	prac6ce,	we	
could	act	in	the	way	
best	described	by	
Graven	(p.	2).		Thus,	we	
will	:		
• “explore	issues	of	
disempowerment	and	
agency,	constraints	and	
possibili6es	and	the	
complex	interplay	of	
factors	that	create	.	.	.	
widely	established	
na6onal	sta6s6cs,	while	
simultaneously	defying	
them	in	parBcular	local	
contexts.	Such	research	
should	shiU	the	focus	
from	a	discourse	of	
deficit	and	helplessness	
towards	a	discourse	of	
possibili6es	in	the	
struggle	for	equity	and	
quality	of	educa6on	for	
all	(Graven,	2014,	p.	1039,	
emphasis	added).		

Researcher-
Teacher	

CollaboraBon		

.	.	.	prac6ce	will	not	
change	without	a	close	
collabora6on	between	
the	researchers	and	

teachers.	We	saw	both	
of	these	communi6es	as	
producers	of	knowledge	
about	prac6ce,	with	

each	of	them	having	to	
offer	something	the	
other	one	could	not	

aPain	on	its	own	(p.	4).		

Most	importantly,	the	object	
of	our	cri6cism	is	neither	the	

teacher	nor	any	other	
individual;	rather,	it	is	of	the	
collec6vely	constructed,	
historically	established	

prac6ce	which	is	exemplified	
in	this	classroom	simply	

because	this	is	the	
mathema6cs	teaching	
prac6ce	to	which	the	

teacher	himself	has	access.		
Thus	if	there	is	talk	about	
deficits	here,	it	is	about	

deficits	of	social	pracBce,	not	
of	a	person.		Such	prac6ces	
and	their	problems	must	be	
brought	to	light	if	we	are	to	
act	against	the	social	forces	
that	produce	them					(p.	4).		

Continued on next page 
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Opportunities for PAMTE 
 
     Our PAMTE community consists of those with active and 
exciting research agendas. It also consists of those whose 
main energies are invested into translating research into the 
didactic setting of pre- and inservice teachers. PAMTE is, 
therefore, uniquely positioned to serve as a dynamic nexus 
between critical mathematics education research and practice 
in Pennsylvania. The questions, dilemmas and principles 
above, I think, are instructive in framing potential interactions 
and collaborations within our organization. We now have 
opportunities for exchange that extend beyond our face-to-
face gathering at the annual symposium. Recall that you can 
access the membership database on the members only 
webpage to learn of others’ research and teaching interests, 
join a virtual writing group (See page 6), or participate in the 
upcoming virtual discussions focused on AMTE’s Standards 
for Math Teacher Preparation (See page 4). But let us 
continue to innovate! How can PAMTE better foster vibrant 
researcher-to-researcher discourse in our region, paying 
special attention to our cultural and socio-economic 
conditions? How can we work to scale-up localized projects 
across the commonwealth? How do we honor, cherish even, 
the symbioses between PA researchers and practitioners?  
How do we effectively communicate the insights of research 
to PA’s classroom teachers, while vigorously refraining from 
deficit language?  
     In the volume’s Afterword, Mamokgethi Setati Phakeng 
states, “The possibility of creating a critical citizenship and 
supporting democratic ideals is what this book is attempting 
to attend to. It is a possibility of going beyond talking about 
the virtues of critical mathematics education and working on 
what it may look like in practice” (p. 213). Herein lies the 
challenge for PA’s MTEs: where are we now and what 
“could be”? 
 
Peace, 
Kate 
 
Reference 
Adler, J., & Sfard, A. (2017).  Research for educational 
change: Transforming researchers’ insights into improvement 
in mathematics teaching and learning. New York: Routledge.  
 
Kate Remillard, Saint Francis University  
PAMTE President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s	Message	Continued	
 

PAMTE Presidents past, present, and future gather at the 11th 
Annual PAMTE Symposium. From Left to Right: Jane 
Wilburne, Nina Girard, Steve Williams, Janet White, Tom 
Evitts, President Kate Remillard, and President-Elect 
Cynthia Taylor 
 

 
CONFERENCE DATES 

 
Oct. 21  PCTM Preservice Teacher Days 
2017  Indiana University of PA (West) 
  Millersville University (East) 
 
Oct. 25-27 PAC-TE Fall Conference 
2017  Harrisburg, PA 
 
Feb. 8-10 AMTE Annual Conference 
2018  Houston, TX 
 
Apr. 25-28 NCTM Annual Conference 
2018  Washington, D.C. 
 
May 16-17 PAMTE Annual Symposium 
2018  Shippensburg, PA 
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Coming this Fall: Virtual Reading 
Groups on the Standards for Preparing 
Teachers of Mathematics! 
 
Tom Evitts, Shippensburg University (retired) 
 
     At PAMTE's 11th Annual Symposium, plenary presenters 
Cynthia Taylor, Tom Evitts, and Steve Williams introduced 
attendees to AMTE's recently released Standards for 
Preparing Teachers of Mathematics (SPTM), available at 
https://amte.net/standards. These standards articulate 
aspirational goals for mathematics teacher candidates and for 
mathematics certification programs. The symposium 
presentations provided opportunities to explore the structure 
of the SPTM document, to discuss the six assumptions on 
which the standards are based, and to share perspectives on 
the standards.  
     To continue the collegial conversation and understand 
these goals more deeply, Tom Evitts will host three hour-long 
virtual discussions during Fall 2017. Each session will be 
devoted to one or more of the SPTM elaborations chapters 
and will be held on the following dates.  

• Thursday, Sept. 28th (4:00 – 5:00 PM, EST)  
Chapter 7: Elaborations of the Standards for the 
Preparation of High School Teachers of 
Mathematics  
 

• Thursday, Oct. 19th (4:00 – 5:00 PM, EST)  
Chapter 6: Elaborations of the Standards for the 
Preparation of Middle Level Teachers of 
Mathematics 
 

• Thursday, Nov. 9th (4:00 – 5:00 PM, EST)  
Chapters 4 and 5: Elaborations of the Standards 
for the Preparation of Early Childhood and for 
Upper Elementary Teachers of Mathematics 

     Each meeting will be announced in President Kate 
Remillard’s monthly update and have its own RSVP 
instructions. You may participate in one, two, or all three 
conversations! Each discussion group will be limited to seven 
participants (or institutions, if colleagues wish to “hang out” 
together). Each participant will receive registration 
confirmation, a detailed reading assignment with discussion 
prompts, and instructions for using Google Hangouts. 
     This exciting opportunity has the potential to generate 
lively dialogue about the Standards for Preparing Teachers of 
Mathematics and to raise new ideas and directions for 
mathematics teacher education in Pennsylvania. Questions 
about the conversation series may be directed to Tom Evitts at 
taevit@ship.edu.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thanks for STaR Fellow Support 
 
Dear Dr. Preston and the Pennsylvania Association of 
Mathematics Teacher Educators, 

  
I am writing to thank you for your financial contribution to 
AMTE in support of the STaR Program. I am personally 
grateful for your contribution, which allowed me to 
participate in the STaR Institute in Park City, UT in June, 
2017.  

  
I recently completed my third semester as a tenure-track 
Assistant Professor of Mathematics Education at the 
University of Delaware. My research focuses on 
improving instructional practice in both elementary and 
secondary mathematics classrooms, with an emphasis on 
algebra and issues of equity. I received my doctorate at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education where my 
dissertation examined the nature and quality of algebra 
instruction in 9th grade classrooms across five urban 
districts. Although I teach in Delaware, many of my 
students are from Pennsylvania and return to the state to 
teach upon graduation. I also live in Philadelphia and am a 
parent to two children enrolled in the Philadelphia public 
schools. I have recently begun work with educators in 
Philadelphia around developing ambitious instructional 
practices in mathematics classrooms. 

  
STaR is a program designed to assist early career 
mathematics educators as we transition to faculty 
roles. Through my experience at the STaR Institute, I have 
been able to develop a professional network that I expect 
will last long into my career. I also received tremendous 
mentoring from STaR staff - all leading senior scholars in 
our field. I am fortunate to have wonderful colleagues at 
my institution, but I left Park City feeling as though my 
mentorship network had grown substantially. Through 
STaR, I feel that I have become part of a national 
community of mathematics educators. 

 
Again, thank you for allowing me access to these 
opportunities as a direct result of PAMTE's financial 
contribution to the STaR Program. I look forward to 
working with PAMTE in the future. 

 
With gratitude, 
 
Erica Litke  
 
Assistant Professor, Mathematics Education, School of 
Education, University of Delaware 
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Pennsylvania Mathematics Education 
Coalition Update 
 
Kate Remillard, Saint Francis University 
 
     The PA Mathematics Education Coalition was 
instrumental in bringing PA’s Secretary of Education Pedro 
Rivera to headline at the 66th Annual PCTM Conference on 
Thursday, August 3rd. The Secretary spoke of wanting to 
change the culture of education nationally and locally. He 
additionally encouraged conference attendees to do a better 
job “celebrating” classroom accomplishments. The Coalition 
hopes to continue to build a working relationship with PDE. 
The Coalition additionally continued its Act 82 of 2012 letter 
writing campaign at the PCTM Conference. Committee 
members staffed a table where attendees could address and 
sign a letter to their state legislators encouraging them to 
consider modifications to teacher evaluation. For those 
interested in participating, the form letter can be found in the 
Members Only section of the PAMTE website.  
     The Pennsylvania Department of Education released its 
draft of the Consolidated State Plan pursuant the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) on Wednesday, August 2nd. A 
copy of the draft Consolidated State Plan has been posted for 
review and download on PDE’s website. A PowerPoint guide 
accompanies the plan to facilitate review, available in both 
English and Spanish. Public comment is being accepted via 
an online survey. See the bottom of this page for links to the 
plan and the survey. Comment may also be submitted via  
RA-edESSA@pa.gov. The public comment period closes on 
August 31, and the final plan will be submitted to the U.S. 
Department of Education on September 18th.  

 

PAMTE 11th Annual Symposium Wrap-up 
 
Heather Ervin & Mary Lou Metz, Program Chairs 
 
     The 11th Annual PAMTE Symposium was held May 17th 
and 18th, 2017 at Shippensburg University. Thank you to all 
who participated and helped to make the PAMTE conference 
a success! There were many new attendees and 
knowledgeable speakers including Dr. Cynthia Taylor 
(Millersville University), Dr. Tom Evitts (Shippensburg 
University), and Dr. Steve Williams (Lock Haven 
University), who provided guidance and advice on the new 
AMTE Standards for Mathematics Teacher Preparation.   

     Conference goers took part in two days of collaboration 
and networking in an effort to improve mathematics 
education at their respective schools and beyond. The new 
Working Group Lunch sessions provided insight into 
participants’ experiences with secondary mathematics 
methods courses and elementary mathematics content 
courses. Look for summary documents to be shared in the 
Members-Only section of PAMTE’s website! 
     A good time was had by all at the Celebration Dinner at 
CJ’s American Pub & Grill. This was also a time to recognize 
the service and contributions of Tom Evitts (Shippensburg), 
Mary Lou Metz (IUP), and Margaret Stempien (IUP) as they 
embark on a new journey—Retirement!!! Best wishes to them 
all. We are looking forward to seeing everyone again next 
Spring! 

PAMTE member Jodie Styers (on right) and mathematics 
teacher Kellee Beresik (on left) pose with Secretary of 
Education Pedro Rivera (center) at the PCTM Conference 
on August 3, 2017.  
 

Above: PAMTE Members enjoy the celebration dinner. 
Below: Cake celebrating PAMTE retirees Tom Evitts 
(Shippensburg), Mary Lou Metz (IUP), and Margaret 
Stempien (IUP). 
 

http://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/ESSA/Pages/Review-the-Proposed-Plan.aspx#tab-1 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdTL1hQlfnk8q9EcYEEyB76ERhQn31ycJEld9J_Y2S-cmEKg/viewform 
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Save the Date! 
12th Annual PAMTE Symposium 

 

May 16-17, 2018 
Shippensburg University 

 
v Start	Thinking	About	Proposals!		Sessions	are	30	minutes	or	one	hour	in	length;	

presentation	or	roundtable.				

	
v Special	Interest	Groups	Welcome!		At	our	12th	Annual	Symposium	we	would	like	

to	allow	time	for	Special	Interest	Groups	to	meet.		If	you	have	an	idea	for	a	group	
and/or	would	like	to	lead	a	group,	please	let	the	Program	Committee	know!			

	
Heather	Ervin	hervin@bloomu.edu	

	
 

PAMTE Writing Group 
 
Lara Dick, Bucknell University 
 
Two PAMTE writing groups have been scheduled 
for the fall 2017 semster: Tuesday from 9-12 and 
Thursdays from 1-4. If you are interested in 
joining or perhaps starting a third group, please 
contact lara.dick@bucknell.edu. We view these 
meetings as public accountability for our 
individual scholarship in a supportive group. 
Please join! 
 
 

Congratulations Jane Wilburne! 
 
Jane Wilburne became Chair of Teacher 
Education at Penn State Harrisburg 
effective July 1, 2017. In this role, she will be 
responsible for all the undergraduate and 
graduate programs and oversee the accreditation 
expectations. Jane will still teach one course each 
semester, so she will continue to be involved in 
mathematics education and PAMTE. 
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Visit the PAMTE website at 
www.pamte.org  

PAMTE is now on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PAmatheduc/	

 

Welcome New PAMTE Members! 
 

• Rachael Brown, Penn State Abbington 
 

• Dan Ozimek, Penn State University             
(Graduate Student) 

 
• Joseph DiNapoli, University of Delaware         

(Graduate Student) 
 

• Denine Simin,  Lock Haven University 

• Nursen Konuk, Penn State University                             
(Graduate Student) 

 

• Leslie Soltis, Edinboro University of PA 

• Valerie N. Long, Indiana University of PA 
 

 

 


