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Cynthia E. Taylor, Millersville University of Pennsylvania 
PAMTE President 
 
     In my beginning years as a mathematics teacher educator, I 
was mentored by faculty from both Millersville University 
and other institutions. My mentors were (and continue to be) 
inspirational and individuals who I thought, “I want to be like 
them someday.” Several years ago, I wanted to give back to 
new faculty an experience and opportunity that I was 
provided. As a result, I have served as a mentor to new faculty 
at both Millersville University as well as faculty at other 
institutions in the eastern part of Pennsylvania. Being a 
mentee as well as a mentor has been professionally rewarding 
and I learned (and continue to learn) much from each 
mentor/mentee relationship.  
     Mentoring can be either a formal or informal one-on-one 
relationship, which facilitates personal learning and individual 
career development. It does not usually have formal or reward 
power over a mentee, but instead, the relationship provides 
high levels of reciprocity. Furthermore, research shows that 
Mentoring provides positive outcomes for both mentees as 
well as the mentors involved (e.g., Beltman & Schaeben, 
2012). 
     Mentoring and peer support are important for professional 
connections. Below are some bullets that I took away from 
my most recent mentor orientation this past October (STEM-
UP PA, 2019). 
 
A mentor is someone who… 

• Is a source of learning 
• Encourages and guides 
• Provides exposure and visibility 
• Serves as a role model 
• Provides friendship and protection 
• Asks questions 
• Summarizes 
• Provides constructive feedback 
• Helps the mentee create a group of people to 

support them 

Some be 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some benefits to being a Mentor include… 
• Leadership experience 
• Increased perceptions of career success 
• Increased salary and promotion rates 
• Feelings of personal satisfaction 
• More positive work attitudes 
• Opportunities for visibility and recognition 
• Opportunity to share vast experience and 

knowledge 
• Opportunity to develop new networks and 

collaborations 

Benefits of being a Mentee… 
• More positive attitude towards work and career 
• Offers opportunities for visibility and recognition 
• Fewer reports of stress 
• Higher performance 
• Opportunities to network 
• Opportunities for research collaborations 
• Higher salary 
• Faster promotion rate 
• Higher intention to stay 

 
I hope the above provides some food for thought as you 
engage in communication with your colleagues (those with 
more experience than you as well as those with less 
experience). I look forward to seeing some of you at AMTE 
in Phoenix, AZ in February and many more of you at 
Shippensburg in May for our Annual PAMTE Conference! 
 
References: 
 
Beltman, S., & Schaeben, M. (2012). Institution-wide peer 

mentoring: Benefits for mentors. The International 
Journal of the First Year in Higher Education, 3(2). 33-
44. doi: 10.5204/intjfyhe.v3i2.124 
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Kim Johnson 
West Chester University of Pennsylvania 
 
This years Pre-Service Teacher Day – East was held 
at West Chester University.  There were over 80 
students in attendance.  Dr. Kathleen McAneny gave 
the key-note address on Standards for Mathematical 
Practices in Action.  We had 9 breakout sessions 
that included topics such as DESMOS Polygraph, 
Think Like an Egyptian, Purposeful Discourse, 
Teaching for Engagement, Using Mistakes to 
identify misconceptions, and many more.  We had a 
panel on first year and student teaching, where tips 
and tricks were shared for those preparing for the 
next step in their journey.  A productive day was 
enjoyed by all who attended.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-Service Teacher Day - EAST 

Call for Nominations 
 
It is now time to consider who on our membership roster would make the next great PAMTE 
board member. 
 
In May, the terms for three board members will end. It is now time to nominate candidates to 
fill these important positions. We are seeking individuals to serve as Secretary, Member-at-
Large (Public University), and Member-at-Large (Public/Private). 
 
You may self-nominate or recommend someone for these positions. The deadline for this call 
is Friday, March 6th. Please send your nominations to Gina Foletta at gmf17@psu.edu. Voting 
will take place on March 16th. 
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Patrick Kelly, Penn State Behrend 
 

     The Mathematics Education Department at Penn 
State Behrend was pleased to host the Western PA 
Pre-Service Teacher Day on Saturday, October 19th, 
2019. This annual experience is presented by the 
Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
and the Pennsylvania Association of Mathematics 
Teacher Educators. The Math Ed Department at 
Behrend would also like to acknowledge Larson 
Texts and Big Ideas Learning for their generous 
sponsorship of this year’s event. 
     Approximately 50 pre-service teachers in 
attendance were welcomed by both Dr. Ralph Ford, 
Chancellor of Penn State Behrend, and Kelly Brent, 
president   of   PCTM.    Following   the   words   of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
welcome, the day kicked off with an engaging 
presentation by keynote speaker Bob Shields, 
educational consultant with PaTTAN Pittsburgh. 
Three breakout periods during the day allowed 
attendees to select from 16 different, focused 
presentations offered by local K-16 educators. 
Nineteen of the pre-service teachers presented 
during the interactive poster session, during which 
each presenter answered questions and received 
feedback from others in attendance. The day also 
featured a panel session, where audience members  
had the opportunity to hear from three new in-
service teachers and one current student teacher. It 
was a great day of learning and networking for 
everyone in attendance! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Pre-Service Teacher Day – WEST 

Call for PCTM Proposals 
 

Please consider submitting a proposal to present at PCTM’s conference this coming 
summer. The conference organizers are especially looking for presentations for 
elementary and middle level grades. The call for speakers will close on January 24, 2020. 
Here is a link to the save the date and proposal submission: 
https://pctm.org/events/2020-conference/ 
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November 25, 2019  
 

Dear PAMTE Members: 
 

On behalf of the Association of Mathematics Teacher 
Educators and the STaR Fellows program, I want to 
thank you for PAMTE’s consistent and generous 
financial support of this important early career induction 
program for recent doctoral graduates in mathematics 
education. 

The STaR Program supports a network of early career 
mathematics educators who serve in higher education 
institutions that prepare PreK-12 teachers of 
mathematics. STaR focuses on Service, Teaching, and 
Research through in-person meetings, virtual working 
groups, and networking of early career and experienced 
mathematics education faculty. To date, 343 Fellows 
have completed the program, including this summer’s 
cohort of 37 early career faculty. STaR Fellows 
represent over 200 different institutions of higher 
education in 46 states and 2 countries outside the US. 
The impact of the program on individuals is clear from 
the quote below: 

The STaR experience has been invaluable to help set 
my academic career on a productive course. The 
STaR experience helped me gain perspective on both 
the opportunities and also the challenges I am 
facing. The summit in Park City combined planned 
sessions with more leisurely occasions to build 
relationships with peers that I expect will provide a 
foundation for building a professional network of my 
own that is independent of the work I completed as a 
graduate student. 

 
The impact of STaR Fellows on our field is also clear.   
A glance at conference programs and the governing 
boards of the major organizations in our field shows that 
these STaR Fellows are making consistent and important 
contributions across teaching, research, and service. For 
example, 17 STaR fellows are serving as leaders of 
professional organizations, including AMTE. 

 
 

 

 

The STaR Fellows program started with a grant from the 
National Science Foundation, but since 2014 it has been 
supported solely by private and corporate donations. It 
costs approximately $3000 for each Fellow to participate 
in the institute. The Fellow’s home institution provides 
half the cost while the rest is provided through AMTE 
fundraising. To date, STaR Fellows have donated 
approximately $20,000 to ensure the continuation of the 
program. The fact that so many Fellows give back speaks 
to the value of the program. STaR staff members have 
donated over $40,000 to the program, which also attests 
to the value more senior faculty members find in the 
program. 

 
We appreciate your generous support of the program in 
past and hope that you enjoy this update about the 
program and its influence on our field. To learn more 
about the program, visit: 
https://amte.net/star/fellows. 
Video testimonials from STaR Fellows are available 
here: https://vimeo.com/channels/1240168. Please let me 
know if you have questions. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Denise A. Spangler, Chair 
AMTE STaR Fundraising Committee 
dspangle@uga.edu 
 
 
If you wish to make another donation, you can donate online 
(https://amte.net/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=13) 
or via a check made payable to AMTE and sent to Tim 
Hendrix, Meredith College, 3800 Hillsborough Street, 
Raleigh, NC 27607. 
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Happy New Year! PAMTE has a goal to increase 
membership in 2020 to 50+ members. Currently, our 
membership distribution is the following: 

• Number of Institutions Represented: 25 
• Graduate Students: 4 
• University Faculty: 43 
• K-12 Faculty: 1 

 As a member of PAMTE, consider inviting someone 
(e.g., a colleagues or other mathematics education 
professionals) to our May symposium who has not 
attended recently. If every member reaches out to 
recruit one new member, the information that will be 
shared and the collaboration that occurs at our annual 
symposium will be that much stronger. Consider writing 
a personal e-mail to a colleague to enjoy the benefits of 
networking with other mathematics educators across 
Pennsylvania.  
  
Here is a sample e-mail to send: 
  
Dear XXX, 
 
I would like to invite you to become a member of the 
Pennsylvania Association of Mathematics Teacher 
Educators (PAMTE) (PAMTE.org). PAMTE is the state 
affiliate of the national AMTE (AMTE.net) organization 
focused on the improvement of mathematics teacher 
education. PAMTE’s members are mathematics teacher 
educators from across the state who are devoted to the 
preservice education and professional development of K-
12 teachers of mathematics. PAMTE has a yearly 
symposium that offers opportunities to meet other 
mathematics educators, hear from keynote speakers, and 
share lessons, activities, and resources to enhance your 
mathematics education-related courses and professional 
development programs. The symposium is a great time 
for graduate students to connect with each other, share 
their research, and learn from other mathematics 
educators. Yearly membership is $30 for full time 
members, $10 for graduate students.  
  
Please check out the PAMTE website at pamte.org for 
more information and to access the membership 
application. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
XXX(you) 

 
 

  

 
 
 

 
PAMTE OFFICERS AND  
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
 

PRESIDENT                            Cynthia Taylor 
                                       Millersville University  

 
PRESIDENT-ELECT   Debbie Gochenaur 

             Shippensburg University 
 

SECRETARY        Lynn Columba  
             Lehigh University  
 

TREASURER                  James Preston 
          Slippery Rock University  

 
MEMBERS                             Gina Foletta 
AT LARGE                          Penn State University 

 
Lara Dick 

                 Bucknell University 
 

                 Heather Ervin 
                Bloomsburg University  
 
MEMBERSHIP  Hartono Tjoe 

  Penn State Berks 
 
NEWSLETTER  Sheri Stayton 
        Penn College of Technology 
 
WEBMASTER  James Preston 
           Slippery Rock University 
 

 
 
 
 

Recruit Colleagues for PAMTE! 
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Save the Date! 

14th Annual PAMTE Symposium 

 

May 13-14, 2020 
Shippensburg University 

 
v Start Thinking About Proposals!  Sessions are 30 or 50 minutes in 

length; presentation or roundtable.    
 

v Special Interest Groups Welcome!  At our 14th Annual Symposium we 
would like to allow time for Special Interest Groups to meet.  If you 
have an idea for a group and/or would like to lead a group, please let 
the Program Committee know!   

 
Heather Ervin hervin@bloomu.edu 

 
 

Advocacy Update 
 
We regret to inform you that the Equitables Pathway webinar advertised for 
January 23, 2020 in previous PAMTE communications has been cancelled. 
Membership will be informed in the event of rescheduling. 
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PAMTE at AMTE, Friday, Feb. 7th 
RSVP Requested 

 
AMTE is just around the corner.  Members 
of PAMTE and all friends are invited to get 
together for dinner on Friday night, 
February 7th.  Please let Lara Dick, 
lara.dick@bucknell.edu, know if you plan 
to attend.  Lara will make reservations and 
let everyone know where and when to meet 
once she gets a headcount.  Looking 
forward to seeing many of you there! 
 
Lara K. Dick, Ph.D. 
 
 
 
 

CONFERENCE DATES  
 
Feb. 6-8 AMTE Annual Conference 
2020  Phoenix, AZ 
 
Mar. 13-15 T3 International Conference 
2020  Dallas, TX 
 
Mar. 27-28 EPaDel Spring Section Meeting 
2020  Millersville University 
 
Mar. 30-Apr. 1 NCSM Annual Meeting 
2020  Chicago, IL 
 
Apr. 1-4 NCTM Centennial Annual Meeting 
2020  Chicago, IL 
 
Apr. 3-4 Allegheny Mtn. Section of the MAA 
2020  Grove City College 
 
Apr. 17-21 AERA Annual Meeting 
2020  San Francisco, CA 
 
May 13-14 14th Annual PAMTE Symposium 
2020  Shippensburg, PA 
 
July 23-24 PCTM Annual Conference 
2020  Harrisburg, PA 
 
July 29-Aug. 1 MAA Math Fest 
2020  Philadelphia, PA 
 
Oct. 3  PreService Teacher Day - WEST 
2020  Duquesne University 
 
Oct.  21-24 NCTM Annual Meeting 
2020  Saint Louis, MO  
 
Nov.  5-7 SSMA Annual Meeting 
2020  Minneapolis, MN  
 
Nov. 7  PreService Teacher Day - EAST 
2020  Millersville University 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFERENCE DATES 
CONTINUED 

 
Nov. 11-13 NCTM Regional Meeting 
2020  Tampa, FL 
 
Feb. 17-19 NCTM Regional Meeting 
2021  Baltimore, MD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAMTE is now on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PAmatheduc/	

 

Visit the PAMTE website at 
www.pamte.org  


