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Cynthia E. Taylor, Millersville University of Pennsylvania 
PAMTE President 
 
Around Thanksgiving, I was talking with a friend who is a 
guidance counselor at the local Career and Technology Center 
who had just attended a conference on Integrated Learning: 
The School-To-Career Connection at Penn State. One of the 
keynote sessions was given by Mark Perna, the author of the 
book Answering Why: Unleashing Passion, Purpose, and 
Performance in Younger Generations. He thought this would 
be a great read for me and he was right. I have been at 
Millersville for eight years and already in my short time there, 
I am noticing a difference in the students who are in my 
classes. I am observing a difference in their work ethic, their 
interaction (or lack thereof) with their peers during class, how 
they always need to be checking their phone every five 
minutes in class, etc. The students in our classes at the 
university level are mostly from generation Y and Z, which 
Perna refers to as the Why Generation—over 100 million 
strong in America. Perna’s book was written to help educators 
(and employers and parents) understand Generations Y and Z 
and inspire them to greater performance in all areas of life. 
 
This book answers many questions including, but not limited 
to: 

• What can we do to reach today’s young people and 
motivate them to higher performance in all areas of 
life? 

• Why are the younger generations the way they are? 
• Are the younger generations really so unmotivated 

and entitled as they’re stereotyped to be? 
• How is the educational paradigm changing in 

America? 
 
He talks about how goal setting is an elusive skill of today’s 
youth, that experience is everything is the attitude of the Why 
Generation, and that many Why Generation members have 
not been pushed outside of their comfort zone—they have not 
learned the value of failure and struggle. He also talks about 
the significantly different perspectives held by various 
generational cohorts that can lead to lower performance in the 
classroom.  There is a focus on  career planning  in the middle  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
school/high school setting and how many young people do 
not know about career opportunities in many high demand 
fields. 
 
I found myself reflecting on much of the material I read and 
how I connect what Perna said to my classroom (or in some 
cases could better connect to my classroom). For example, he 
talks about how it is not sufficient to teach students the way 
we always have; instead we need to answer the why: 
connecting them with the rationale for learning what they are 
learning. I strive to do this as I want students to conceptually 
understand why a mathematical concept makes sense (and 
what we want our future teachers to do with their students) 
and what it connects to, but I also want students to see how 
the courses they are taking with me will be applicable in their 
future (whether that may be a math teacher, elementary 
teacher, biologist, nurse, etc.).  
 
I found the author’s challenges and insights to be thought 
provoking. Reading this book has empowered me, as an 
educator, to unleash the tremendous potential of today’s 
young people who I come in contact with both in the 
classroom and outside of the classroom. Reading this book 
also reminded me why I care about students and helped me to 
reflect on how I connect to students both in and out of the 
classroom at Millersville. This was a quick read that opened 
my eyes about the Why Generation and that sparked my 
excitement for the start of the spring semester and the many 
students who I will come in contact with both in and out of 
the classroom!  
 
I hope you had the opportunity to take some time off over the 
semester break and learned something new that has sparked 
excitement for what you do (either in or out of the classroom) 
as you start a new semester. I look forward to seeing many of 
you at AMTE in February and PAMTE in May. 
 
Reference: 
Perna, M. (2018). Answering why: Unleashing passion, 

purpose, and performance in younger generations. 
Greenleaf Book Group Press: Austin, Texas. 
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Janine Firmender, Saint Joseph’s University 
Tetyana Berezovski, Saint Joseph’s University  
 
On Saturday, October 20, 2018, the Teacher 
Education and Mathematics Departments at Saint 
Joseph's University hosted the Annual Preservice 
Mathematics Teacher Day conference. This event 
was also sponsored by the Pennsylvania Council 
for Teachers of Mathematics (PCTM) and the 
Pennsylvania Association for Mathematics 
Teacher Educators (PAMTE). About 100 
preservice teachers from several colleges and 
universities in Eastern Pennsylvania attended the 
event.  
 
The day began with a welcome to Saint Joseph's 
University from Dr. Frank Bernt, the Interim 
Dean for Health Services and Education, 
followed by a keynote speech by the past 
president of PCTM, Marian Avery. The keynote, 
entitled Teaching for Engagement and Eliciting 
Evidence of Student Thinking Through the use of 
Formative Assessment Techniques, focused on 
ways to use formative assessment in the 
classroom to determine students’ levels of 
understanding.  
 
Following the keynote, three breakout sessions 
took place. Each breakout session, consisted of 4-
5 concurrent presentations that were tailored to a 
specific audience of preservice teachers: early 
childhood/elementary, middle grades, or 

secondary education, and general interest. In 
addition, two panel sessions focused on preparing 
for student teaching and transitioning from 
preservice teacher to the professional 
environment. Each panelist shared experiences 
and responded to participants’ questions. To 
conclude the Preservice Mathematics Teacher 
Day, participants reflected on their experiences 
and key takeaways from the event. Participants 
received door prizes donated by the mathematics 
education community.  
 

 

Preservice Mathematics Teacher Day at Saint Joseph’s University 

Above: Katie Biro, 1st Grade Teacher, Milton 
Area School District, leads a session on 
implementing Number Talks in the elementary 
math class. 

Above: Participants analyze mathematical tasks in groups. 
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Barbara Hess, California University of PA  
      
Approximately 70 students, teachers, and faculty 
attended the Western PA Preservice Teacher day at 
California University of Pennsylvania on October 
20, 2018.  Dr. Laura Hummell, technology and 
curriculum advisor for PDE, was the keynote 
speaker and talked about the role of formative 
assessment in the classroom, demonstrating first 
hand many of these assessment 
techniques. Participants then attended several 
sessions throughout the day on various topics in 
mathematics education at various levels.  We were 
thrilled that PCTM President, Kelly Brent, spent 
part of the day with us and was able to welcome the 
participants.  This year, like last year, we invited 
students to display posters and we turned this into a 
contest.  The winners of the student poster contest 
were Benjamin Phillian from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania and Lauren McAnny from California 
University of Pennsylvania.  Both are the recipients 
of a one-year free membership to NCTM for their 
endeavors.  At the end of the day, every participant 
had a chance to choose from several free materials 
and resources donated from several manipulative 
and textbook companies. A big shout out to 
Houghton Mifflin who generously donates 16 
boxes of free resources!  
 

 

 
 

Preservice Mathematics Teacher 
Day at California University of PA 

Above: Preservice Teacher Day Participants at 
California University of Pennsylvania. 

 
PAMTE at AMTE Dinner 

 
 

Join PAMTE colleagues and 
friends for dinner at AMTE. 

 
 

Friday, February 8th at 7pm at 
Marlow’s Tavern. 

 
 

We will meet in the lobby at 6:50 
and walk over together. 

 
 

Currently we have 9 on the roster, but 
reservations are booked for 12-15, so let 

Lara Dick lara.dick@bucknell.edu, 
know if you want to attend. 

 
 

Looking forward to catching up 
with everyone in Orlando! 
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Call for Nominations! 
 

At the time of this writing, we are anticipating a huge winter storm that may knock out 
electricity to many of us, leaving us holed up in our houses in the dark and cold for 
days! My goodness, what better time to sit down and ponder the following deep 
philosophical question: Who on our membership roster would make the next great 
PAMTE board member?   
 
In May, the terms for three board members will end. It is now time to nominate 
candidates to fill these important positions. We are seeking individuals to serve as 
President-Elect, Treasurer, and Member-at-Large (Public University). 
 
You may self-nominate or recommend someone for these positions. The deadline for 
this call is Friday, March 8th. Please send your nominations to Steve Williams at 
swillia6@lockhaven.edu. Voting will take place on March 18th.  
  
 

Save the Date! 
13th Annual PAMTE Symposium 

 
May 15-16, 2019 

Shippensburg University 
 

v Start Thinking About Proposals!  Sessions are 30 minutes or one hour in length; 
presentation or roundtable.    

 
v Special Interest Groups Welcome!  At our 13th Annual Symposium we would like 

to allow time for Special Interest Groups to meet.  If you have an idea for a group 
and/or would like to lead a group, please let the Program Committee know!   

 
Heather Ervin hervin@bloomu.edu 
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CONFERENCE DATES 

 
Feb. 7-9 AMTE Annual Conference 
2019  Orlando, FL 
 
Mar. 8-10 T3 International Conference 
2019  Baltimore, MD 
 
Mar. 23 EPaDel Spring Section Meeting 
2019  King’s College 
 
Apr. 3-6 NCTM Annual Meeting 
2019  San Diego, CA 
 
Apr. 5-6 Allegheny Mtn. Section of the MAA 
2019  Shepherd University  
 
May 15-16 PAMTE Symposium 
2019  Shippensburg, PA 
 
Aug. 7-8 PCTM Annual Conference 
2019  Harrisburg, PA 
 
Sept. 25-27 NCTM Regional Conference 
2019  Boston, MA 
 
Oct. 5  Careers in Mathematics Conference 
2019  Kutztown University 
 
Oct. 19  Preservice Teacher Day 
2019  East – West Chester University 
  West – Penn State Behrend 
 
Nov. 9  EPaDel Fall Section Meeting 
2019  DeSales University 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PAMTE OFFICERS AND  
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
 

PRESIDENT                            Cynthia Taylor 
                                       Millersville University  

 
PAST-PRESIDENT    Kate Remillard 

             Saint Francis University 
 

SECRETARY        Lynn Columba  
             Lehigh University  
 

TREASURER                  James Preston 
          Slippery Rock University  

 
MEMBERS                                 Lara Dick 
AT LARGE                            Bucknell University 
 

 Heather Ervin 
                Bloomsburg University 

 
 Courtney Nagle 
 Penn State Behrend 

 
MEMBERSHIP  Jane Wilburne 
               Penn State Harrisburg 
 
NEWSLETTER  Sheri Stayton 
         Penn College of Technology 
 
WEBMASTER  James Preston 
           Slippery Rock University 
 

 

 
 
 

Welcome New PAMTE Members! 
 

• Mark D. Hogue, Slippery Rock Univ. 
 

• Carolyn Mitten, Moravian College 
 

Visit the PAMTE website at 
www.pamte.org  

PAMTE is now on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PAmatheduc/	

 


